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ABSTRACT 
Thane storm had created a miserable disaster in most of the coastal belts of South India. This natural 
calamity had changed the chemical and biological properties of the waterbodies. In the current study, 
changes observed in the biodiversity of algae, located in the coastal area of Cuddalore district and the 
impact of the physicochemical parameters on their growth were assessed. Results obtained have shown 
a reduction in the values for some of the critical physicochemical parameters, which serve as the 
nutritive source for the growth of algae. The predominat algal species belonging to Chlorophyceae, 
Pheaophyceae, Rhodophyceae and Cyanophyceae that were observed in the study area during the 
month of July had been changed to Chlorophyceae, Pheaophyceae, Xanthophyceae and Chrysophyceae 
during the month of January after the Thane storm. The observed change is due to tidal shifting of sea 
water on the surface which shall determine the algal biodiversity of the study area, until another natural 
calamity strike the study area. 

mailto:muralimurali2008@gmail.com

